
Grade K -Writing & Language  
 Standard 1 2 3 4 

Marking 
Period 

Writing     

1,2  
 
 
 

Writes with 
organization, 

clarity, and  focus 
as  appropriate  to 
task, purpose  and 
audience. NJSLS 

A.W4 

With support, 
student is unable to 
produce clear and 
coherent writing in 

which the 
development, 

organization, and 
style are 

appropriate to task, 
purpose and 

audience.  

Inconsistently with 
support, produces 
clear and coherent 

writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and 

style are 
appropriate to 

task, purpose and 
audience. 

Beginning to 
produce clear 
and coherent 

writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and 

style are 
appropriate to 

task, purpose and 
audience with 

support.  

Independently 
produces clear 
and coherent 

writing in which the 
development, 

organization, and 
style are 

appropriate to 
task, purpose and 

audience  

3,4 Only with support, 
produces clear and 
coherent writing in 

which the 
development, 

organization, and 
style are 

appropriate to task, 
purpose and 

audience. 

With limited 
support, produces 
clear and coherent 

writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and 

style are 
appropriate to 

task, purpose and 
audience. 

Independently 
and consistently 
produces clear 
and coherent 

writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and 

style are 
appropriate to 

task, purpose and 
audience.  

Independently 
and consistently 

produces clear 
and coherent 

writing in which the 
development, 

organization, and 
style are 

appropriate to 
task, purpose and 

audience 
beginning to use 
first grade skills.  

2  
 
 
 
 

Even with support, 
student is unable to 

develop and 
strengthen writing 

as needed by 

Inconsistently with 
support, develops 
and strengthens 

writing as needed 
by planning, 

Beginning to 
develop and 

strengthen writing 
as needed by 

planning, revising, 

Independently 
develops and 

strengthens writing 
as needed by 

planning, revising, 



 
Develops and 
strengthens 

writing  by 
planning/research

ing, revising  and 
editing  utilizing 

grade-level 
expectations.  
NJSLSA.W5  

planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new 
approach. 

revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying 
a new approach. 

editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new 
approach with 

support. 

editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new 

approach. 

3,4 Only with support, 
develops and 

strengthens writing 
as needed by 

planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new 
approach.  

 

With limited 
support, develops 
and strengthens 

writing as needed 
by planning, 

revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying 
a new approach.  

 

Independently 
and consistently 

develops and 
strengthens 

writing as needed 
by planning, 

revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying 
a new approach.  

Independently and 
consistently 

develops and 
strengthens writing 

as needed by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new 
approach 

beginning to use 
first grade skills..  

 Language 

2  
Uses grade level 

grammar, 
punctuation, and 

capitalization. 
L.K.2.A,B 

Even with support, 
Is unable to use 
capital letters 
appropriately. Is 
unable to name 
punctuation.  

Inconsistently with 
support, 
capitalizes the first 
word in a sentence 
and the pronoun I. 
Recognizes and 
names end 
punctuation 
 
 

Beginning to 
develop with 
support, 
capitalizes the 
first word in a 
sentence and the 
pronoun I. 
Recognizes and 
names end 
punctuation 
 
 

Independently, 
capitalizes the first 
word in a sentence 
and the pronoun I. 
Recognizes and 
names end 
punctuation 
 
 

3,4  Only with support 
capitalizes the first 
word in a sentence 
and the pronoun I. 
Recognizes and 

Inconsistently 
capitalizes the first 
word in a sentence 
and the pronoun I. 
Recognizes and 

Independently 
capitalizes the 
first word in a 
sentence and the 
pronoun I. 
Recognizes and 

Consistently uses 
above grade level 
skills, including 
proper use of 
punctuation.  
 



names end 
punctuation 
 

names end 
punctuation 
 

names end 
punctuation 

2,3,4  Uses a variety of 
strategies to spell 
grade-level words.  

L.K.2,C,D 

Only with support 
writes a letter or 
letters for most 
consonant and 
short-vowel sounds, 
spells simple words 
phonetically, 
drawing on 
knowledge of 
sound-letter 
relationships.  
 

With limited 
support writes a 
letter or letters for 
most consonant 
and short-vowel 
sounds, spells 
simple words 
phonetically, 
drawing on 
knowledge of 
sound-letter 
relationships.  
s  

Consistently and 
independently 
writes a letter or 
letters for most 
consonant and 
short-vowel 
sounds, spells 
simple words 
phonetically, 
drawing on 
knowledge of 
sound-letter 
relationships.  

Consistently uses 
above grade level 
skills to spell. . 

2,3,4 Increases 
knowledge and use 

of vocabulary.  
L.K.4, 5,6  

Only with support 
determines the 
meaning of 
unknown and 
multiple meaning 
words and phrases 
based on 
kindergarten 
reading and 
content 
 

Inconsistently 
determines the 
meaning of 
unknown and 
multiple meaning 
words and 
phrases based on 
kindergarten 
reading and 
content 
 

Consistently and 
independently 
determines the 
meaning of 
unknown and 
multiple meaning 
words and 
phrases based on 
kindergarten 
reading and 
content 

 Beginning to 
determine the 
meaning of 
unknown and 
multiple meaning 
words and phrases 
based on first 
grade reading and 
content.  

 


